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W A RD 2 FIRE D ISTRICT 
Pioneer, l-ouisiana 

TRANSM I-N AL LE I-FER 

ANNUAL G ENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

O ffice of the Legislative Auditor 

Attention: M s. Dorothy M ilner 

Post Office Box 94397 
1600 North Third Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 

Dear M s. M ilner 

June 21,1999 

In accordance w ith Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514, enclosed are the 

annual financial statem ents for the W ard 2 Fire District as of and for the 
year ended Decem ber 31, 1998. The report includes all funds under the 

control and oversight of the fire district. The accom panying financial 
statem ents have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely 

- 3- 



W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Pioneer, Louisiana 

A N N UA L SW O RN FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The annual sw orn financial slalem enls are required by Louisiana Revised 
Sla|ule 24:514 Io be filed wilh the Legislative Auditor within 90 days 

after lhe close of lhe year. 

A F F ID A V IT 

Personally cam e and appeared before the undersigned authority, 
Frankie Jones, Fire Chief of W ard 2 Fire District, who, duly sworn, 
deposes and says, that the financial statem ents herew ith given present 
fairly the financial position of the W ard 2 Fire District as of 

Decem ber 31, 1998, and the results of operations for the year then ended 

in accordance w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
accounting principles, applied on a basis consistent w ith that of the 

preceding year. 

Sw orn lo and subsc 

1,'irc Chief ~)Kx~ /(,~ ~  
Address Q D. ~'~ 4~ J 7 ~o 

Phone N o. 

1999 



3181428-3549 

JO HN M . GATHINGS 
Certified Public Accountant 

Hwy. 2 East - O ak G rove, Louisiana 71263 

Frankie Jones, Fire Chief 

W ard 2 Fire District 
Pioneer. Louisiana 

P.O . Box 1088 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT 

I have com piled the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of 
the W ard 2 Fire District as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, in 
accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services 

issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform - 

that is the representation of m anagem ent. I have not audited or reviewed the 
accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and, accordingly, do not 
express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

M y com pilation procedures were extended to include the financial statem ent of 
ndividual funds and the supplem ental inform ation presented herein. 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide and the provisions of 
state law , I have issued a report, dated June 21, 1999, on the results of our 
agreed-upon procedures. 

M  ' '/i~ f ' " # ' 
JOIFIN M. (3,~THIN'G/S, CPA 
O/~K GROV,~,' LOUISIANA 
JON E 21. 1999 
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ASSETS 
C U RR ENT ASSETS 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Investm ents 
Receivables 
Due From O ther Funds 

TOTAL C URRENT ASSETS 

W A RD  2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

A LL FUN D TYPES AN D A CCOUNT GRO UPS 

PRO PERTY AND EQ UIPM ENT: 
Land 

Building 
Equipm ent 

TO TAL PRO PERTY and EQ UIPM ENT 

Am ount to be Provided for Bond 
Retirem ent 

TO TAL A M O UNT TO BE PRO V ID ED 

TO TAL ASSETS 

Balance Sheet 

DECEM BER 31, 1998 

GOVERNM ENTAL 

FUND TYPE 
G EN ERAL 
FUN D 

$2,346.43 
0.00 

0.00 
13,030.44 

$15,376.87 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 
$0.00 

SPECIAL 
REV EN UE 

FUND 

$19,115.23 
12,000.00 
20,274.83 

0.00 

$51,390.06 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$15,376.87 $51,390.06 



G EN ERAL 

FIXED 
ASSETS 

ACCO UNT 
G RO UPS 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

$0.00 

$1,250.00 
111,279.91 

158,977.84 

$271,507.75 

$0.00 
$o.oo 

G ENERAL 

LO NG-TERM 
D EBT 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
o.oo 

$0.00 

$0.00 
0.00 

$o.oo 
$0.00 

$101,000.00 
$101,000.00 

TO TAL 

(MEMORANDUM 
ONL~  

$21,461.66 
12,000.00 
20,274.83 
13,030.44 

$66,766.93 

$1,250.00 
111,279.91 
158,977.84 

$271,507.75 

$101,000.00 
$101,000.00 

$271,507.75 $101,000.00 $439,274.68 

(CONTINUED) 
SEE ACCOM PANYING NOTES AND ACCOUNTANT'S REPO RT 
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LIABILITIES AND FUND EQ U ITY 
LIABILITIES: 
Due to G eneral Fund 

Bond Indebtness 

TO TAL LIABILITIES 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund Balance-Unreserved-undesignated 
Fund Balance-Designated 

Total Fund Equity 

W A RD 2 FIRE D ISTRIC T 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

Balance Sheet 

DECEM BER 31, 1998 

G O VERN M ENTAL 
FUND TYPE 

G ENERAL 
FUND 

$0.00 
0.00 

SPECIAL 
REVENUE 

FUND 

$13,030.44 
0.00 

$0.00 $13,030.44 

$0.00 
$15,376.87 

0.00 

$0.00 
28,223.08 
10,136.54 

$15,376.87 $38,359.62 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $15,376.87 $51,390.06 



G EN ERAL 
FIX ED 

ASSETS 

ACCO UNT 
G RO UPS 

$0.00 
0.00 

G ENERAL 
LO NG -TERM 

D EBT 

$0.00 
101,000.00 

TOTAL 

(MEMORANDUM 
ONLY) 

$13,030.44 
101,000.00 

$0.00 $101,000.00 $114,030.44 

$271,507.75 
0.00 
0.00 

$271,507.75 

$271,507.75 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

$0.00 

$101,000.00 

$271,507.75 
$43,599.95 
$10,136.54 

$325,244.24 

$439,274.68 

(CONCLUDED) 
SEE ACCOM PANYING NOTES AND ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT 
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EXHIBIT B 

W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Com bined Statem ent of Receipts, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

All Governm ental Fund Types 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

REVENUES: 

Donations 

Interest 

M iscellaneous 

Sales Taxes 
2% Fire Insurance Rebate 

TO TAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES: 
Repairs to Fire Truck 
Supplies 

G asoline 
Bonds Payable 
Interest 

Training and Safety Banquet 
Utilities 
O ffice Supplies 
Captial O utlay 
Insurance 

M iscellaneous 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXC ESS O F REVENUES O VER EXPENDITURES 

FUN D BA LAN C E AT BEG INN ING O F Y EA R 

FUND BALANC E AT THE END O F Y EAR 

SEE ACCO M PANYING NOTES AND ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT 
- 9- 

$73O.O0 
163.16 

811.00 

61,749.01 

3,429.75 

$66,882.92 

$4,411.62 
3,067.45 

669.24 
9,000.00 
6,330.00 
2,885.33 

2,881.57 
1,733.40 
13,507.90 

2,791.00 

1,618.57 

$48,896.08 

$17,986.84 

$35,749.65 

$53,736.49 



EXHIBIT C 

W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
A ll Fund Types 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1996 

REVENUES 

2% Fire Insurance Rebate 

Interest 

O ther 
Sales Taxes 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPEN DITU RES 

Interest 
Truck Expenses 
Capital O utlay 

O ffice Expense 
Supplies 
Bonds Payable 
UtiLities 

Training 
M iscellaneous 
Insurance 

TO TA L EXPEN D ITU RES 

EXCESS O F RECEIPTS O VER 
EXPEN D ITU R ES 

FUN D BALANC E AT BEG IN N ING O F 
Y EAR 

Budget as 

Am ended Actua 

Variance 

Favorable 
Unfavorable 

$3,500.00 
150.00 

1,550.00 
61,750.00 

$3,429.75 
163.16 

1,541.00 

.61,749.01 

($70.25) 
$13.16 
(9.00) 
(0.99) 

$66,950.00 $66,882.92 ($67.08) 

$6,300.00 
5,050.00 

13,500.00 

1,725.00 
3,050.00 
9,000.00 

2,750.00 
3,050.00 

1,550.00 
2,800.00 

$6,330.00 
5,080.86 
13,507.90 

1,733.40 
3,067.45 

9,000.00 
2,881.57 

2,885.33 
1,618.57 
2,791.00_  

($30.00) 
(30.86) 
(7.90) 
(6.40) 
(17.45) 
0.00 

(131.57) 
164.67 

(68.57) 
9.00 

$48,775.00 $48,896.08 ($121.08) 

$18,175.00 $17,986.84 ($188.16) 

$35,749.65 $35,749.65 

FUND BALANCE AT THE END OF YEAR $53,924.65 $53,736.49 

SEE ACCOM PANYING NOTES AND ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT 
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W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and C hanges in Fund Balances 

General Fund 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

R EVENUES: 

Contributions 
2% Fire Insurance Rebate 

TOTAL REVEN UES 

EXPENDITURES: 

Building M tce. 
O ffice Expense 
M iscellaneous 

Training and Awards Banquet 
Truck Repairs 

Supplies 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXC ESS O F REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEG INNING O F Y EAR 

FUN D BALAN C E AT THE EN D O F Y EAR 

SEE ACCO M PANY ING NOTES AND ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT 
- 11- 

EXHIBIT D-1 

$730.00 
3,429.75 

$4,159.75 

$37.56 
536.38 
430.70 

1,575.57 

37.01 
53.23 

$2,670.47 

$1,489.28 

$13,887.59 

$15,376.87 



 

W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
G eneral Fund 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

REVENUES 

2% Fire Insurance Rebate 

O ther Incom e 

TO TAL REVEN UES 

EXPENDITURES 

O ffice Expense 
Supplies 
Training 
Truck Repairs 

M iscellaneous 

TO TAL EXPENDITURES 

Budget as 
Am ended Actua 

EXHIBIT D-2 

Variance 

Favorable 
Unfavorable 

$3,500.00 
750.00 

$3,429.75 
730.00 

($70.25) 
($20.00) 

$4,250.00 $4,159.75 ($90.25) 

$525.00 
50.00 

1,550.00 
50.00 
450.00 

536.38 
53.23 

1,575.57 
37.01 

468.28 

(11.38) 
(3.23) 
(25.57) 
12.99 

(18.28) 

$2,625.00 $2,670.47 ($45.47) 

EXC ESS O F REV EN UES O V ER 

EXPENDITURES $1,625.00 $1,489.28 ($135.72) 
FUND BALANC E AT BEG INNING O F 

YEAR $13,887.59 
FUND BALANCE AT THE END OF YEAR $15,512.59 

$13,887~59 
$15,376.87 

SEE ACCO M PANYING NOTES AND ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT 
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W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

Special Revenue Fund 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

RECEIPTS: 

Interest 

O ther Incom e 
Sales Taxes 

TO TAL REC EIPTS 

EXPENDITURES: 

Interest 

Bonds Payable 

O ffice Expense 
Capital O utlay 

Utilities 
Supplies 

Truck Expenses 
Training 

M iscellaneous 
Insurance 

Fuel 

TO TA L EXPEN D ITU R ES 

EXCESS O F REVENUES OV ER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANC E AT BEG INNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANC E AT THE END O F Y EAR 

SEE ACCOM PANYING NOTES AND ACCOUNTANT'S REPO RT 
- 13- 

EXHIBIT E-1 

$163.16 
811.00 

61,749.01 

$62,723.17 

$6,330.00 
9,000.00 
1,197.02 

13,507.9O 

2,881.57 
3,014.22 

4,374.61 
1,309.76 
1,150.29 
2,791.00 
669.24 

$46,225.61 

$16,497.56 

$21,862.06 

$38,359.62 



 

W A RD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
Special Revenue Fund 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1998 

REVENUES 

Interest 

Other Incom e 
Sales Taxes 

TO TAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 

Interest 

Bonds Payable 
M iscellaneous 

Truck Expenses 
Capital O utlay 
O ffice Expenses 
Utilities 
Training 
Insurance 
Supplies 

TO TAL EXPEN D ITU RES 

Budget as 
Am ended Actua 

EXHIBIT E-2 

Variance 

Favorable 

Unfavorable 

$150.00 
800.00 

61,750.00 

$163.16 
811.00 

61,749.01 

13.16 

11.00 

(0.99) 

$62,700.00 $62,723.17 $23.17 

$6,300.00 
9,000.00 
1,100.00 
5,000.00 
13,500.00 
1,200.00 

2,750.00 
1,500.00 

2,800.00 
3,000.00 

$6,330.00 
9,000.00 
1,150.29 

5,043.85 

13,507.90 
1,197.02 

2,881.57 
1,309.76 
2,791.00 
3,014.22 

($30.00) 
0.00 

(50.29) 
(43.85) 
(7.90) 
2.98 

(131.57) 
190.24 
9.00 

(14.22) 

$46,150.00 $46,225.61 ($75.61) 

EXC ESS O F REVENUES O VER 

EXPENDITURES $16,550.00 $16,497.56 ($52.44) 

FUND BALANC E AT BEG INNING O F 

Y EAR 
FUN D BA LAN C E TH E EN D O F Y EAR 

$21,862.06 
$38,412.06 

$21,862.06 
$38,359.62 

SEE ACCO M PANYING NOTES AND ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT. 
- 14- 



W A RD  2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

This legal entity was established to provide fire protection for the political subdivision 
of W ard 2 in the parish of W est Carroll. This entity operates independent of any other 
parish governing body, but functions under guidelines set forth by the W est Carroll 

Parish Police Jury. All m em bers of the board serve w ith no com pensation. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A. BASIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the W ard 2 Fire District 
have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. R EPO RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the W est Carroll 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for W est Carroll Parish. The 

financial reporting entity consist of (a) the primary government (police jury), 
(b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and 
(c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the 
prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining w hich com ponent units should be 

considered part of the W est Carroll Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. 
The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity 

is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 
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W A RD 2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury 

Organizatons for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority 
but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

3. O rganizations for w hich the reporting entity's financial statem ents would 
be m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature of significance of the relationship. 

Because the W ard 2 Fire District is fiscally dependent on the police jury, 
the district was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the W est Carroll Parish Police 
Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents present 
inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the district and do not present inform - 

ation on the police jury, the general government services provided by that govern- 
m ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting 

entity. 

C . FUND ACCO UNTING 

The district uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 

and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to 

certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O n 
the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recored in the funds 

because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the district are classified as governm ental funds. G overnm ental funds 
account for the district's general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent 



W A RD  2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

of specific or legally restricted m onies, the acquisition or construction of general 
fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. Governm ental funds of 

the district include: 

1. General Fund - the general operating fund of the district and accounts for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds 

D. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by 
its m easurem ent focus. The governm ental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current 
assets and liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. O perating state- 
m ents of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The 
m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governm ental funds. The govern- 

m ental funds use the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues: 

All revenues are recorded w hen received 

Expenditures: 
Expenditures are generally recognizable under the m odified accrual basis of 

accounting, w hen the liability is incurred. 

E. BUDG ETARY PRACTIC ES 

The W ard 2 Fire District did adopt a budget for the year 1998 

F. CASH AND CASH EQ UIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and 
m oney m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and those 

- 17- 



W A RD  2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law , the district 
m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney 
m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and 
national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

Under state law , the district m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or 

certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 
90 days; however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified 
as cash equivalents. Investm ents are stated at cost. 

G . FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or constructed, 
and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. No 

depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at 

historical cost. 

H. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 

The district has no paid em ployees therefore there is no policy relating to 

vacation and sick leave. 

FUND EQ UITY 

Reserves 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for 

expenditures or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of 
financial resources. 

- 18- 



W A RD 2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

J. TOTAL CO LUM NS O N STATEM ENTS 

The total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M em orandum O nly to indicate 
that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns 
do not present financial position or result of operations in conform ity w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

2. CASH AND CASH EQ UIVALENTS 

The W ard 2 Fire District m aintains two checking accounts in Deposit G uaranty 

in Delhi, Louisiana. The account num bers are 0330566 and 0327573 and had 
a total balance at December 31, 1998 of $8,622.27. The District also has two savings 
accounts with a balance of $12,839.39. All accounts are insured by the FDIC in the 
amount of $100,000.00. 

3. INVESTM ENTS 

The W ard 2 Fire District purchased a $12,000.00 Certificate of Deposit on 
Novem ber 11, 1998. The C.D. m atures every six m onths. The certificate earned 

4.210%  for the first six m onths. 

4. RECEIVABLES 

The district has receivables only for the property assessm ent. This receivables 

are from uncollected property assessm ents. The district's board reviews these 
receivables each year and has liens filed on the property for assessm ents over two 

years old. The receivables totaled $20,274.83 at December 31, 1998. On 
O ctober 1, 1996 the citizens of W est Carroll Parish past a 1/2%  sales tax to pay for fire 
protection to go into effect January 1, 1997. This tax is to replace the assessm ent 
levied by the fire district. The collectability of the receivables w ill be very doubtfully. 

5. RELATED PA RTY TRAN SACTIO NS 

There are no related party transactions to disclose as required by FASB 57 

- 19- 



W A RD  2 FIRE D ISTRICT 

Pioneer, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

6. LITIGATIO N AND CLAIM S 

The W ard 2 Fire District is not a defendent in any litigation seeking dam ages 

7. CHANG ES IN G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Land 

Building 
Equipm ent 

Balance 
January 1, 

.1998 Additions 

$1,250.00 
$104,924.02 
$151,825.83 

$0.00 
$6,355.89 
$7,152.01 

Deletions 

$0.00 
$0.00 
$o.oo 

Balance 

Decem ber31 

1998 

$1,250.00 
$111,279.91 
3158,977.84 

Total $257,999.85 $13,507.90 $0.00 $271,507.75 

8. LO NG -TERM DEBT 

In April 1997 the W ard 2 Fire District issued a $110,000.00 bond certificate. The 
proceeds of the bond was to provide equipm ent and buildings for the District. The bond was 
a privately placed bond. The District established a sinking fund, into w hich they pay the 

amount of $1,300.00 per month. The bond calls for interest to be paid every six months and 
the principal to be paid on annually. The bond has a 6%  interest rate and is am ortized over 
a Ten year period. The paym ent on this bond is current as of Decem ber 31, 1998. 

9. SUBSEQ UENT EVENTS 

There w ere no events that occurred after the close of field w ork and prior to the 

ssuance of this report that m aterially effected the W ard 2 Fire District. 
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3181428-3549 

JO HN M . GATHINGS 
Certified Public Accountant 

Hwy. 2 East - O ak G rove, Louisiana 71263 

P.O . Box 1088 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT 
on APPLYING AG REED-UPO N PRO CEDURES 

Frankie Jones, Fire Chief 
W ard 2 Fire D istrict 

Pioneer. Louisiana 71266 

I have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana G overnm ent Audit G uide 
and enum erated below , w hich were agreed to by the W ard 2 Fire District and the 

Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating 
m anagem ent's assertions about the W ard 2 Fire District's com pliance w ith certain laws 

and regulations during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 included in the accom panying 

Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagem ent was 
perform ed in accordance w ith standards established by the Am erican Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the 
responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, I m ake no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below 

either for the purpose for w hich this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

Select all expenditures m ade during the year for m aterial and supplies exceeding 

$15,000, or public works exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases 
were made in accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 ( the public bid law). 

There were no purchases m ade during the period that exceeded the spending 
lim its set by LSA-RS 38:2211-2251. 

CO DE O F ETHICS FO R PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLOYEES 

2. O btain from m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board 

member as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of 
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3 

4 

outside business interests of all board m em bers and em ployees, as well as 
their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent provided us with the required list including the noted inform ation 

O btain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under 
exam ination. 

A ll persons involved w ith the fire district serve on a voluntary basis 

Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from 

management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were included on the listing on the 
listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate 
fam ily m em bers. 

There w ere no em ployees for the fire district 

BUDG ETING 

5. O btained a copy of the budget and all am endm ents 

6 

7 

M anagem ent provided us w ith a copy of the original budget. There were no 
am endm ents to the budget during the year. 

Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determ ine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted 
am ounts by m ore than 5% 

I com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues 
and expenditures. The budgets for the general fund and the special revenue 

fund were within the 5% lim it. Both budgets had a positive revenue am ount 
w hen com pared to the disbursem ents. 

ACCO UNTING AND REPO RTING 

Random ly selected 6 disbursem ents m ade during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amounts and payee: 

I exam ined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected disbusem ents 
and found that paym ents was for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee 
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(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general 
ledger account; and 

All paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account 

(c) detemine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem ents 
indicated that each check had 2 signatures as required by the Fire District Board 
m eeting. 

M EETING S 

Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute 
book were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 

(the open meeting law). 

The W ard 2 Fire District m et on an irregular basis. Each tim e there was a m eeting 
each m em ber of the Board was inform ed of the m eeting by the Fire Chief. No form a 
m inutes w ere kept on the m eetings. 

DEBT 

9. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine w hether 
any such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness 

I inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and 
noted that no deposits appeared to be from loan proceeds. Som e of the deposits 
were from transfers from the savings accounts. 

ADVANCES AND BO NUSES 

10. Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ ine w hether any 
paym ents have been m ade to em ployees w hich m ay constitute bonuses, 

advances, or gifts. 

There w ere no em ployees for the fire district 

The prior year report, for the period ended Decem ber 31, 1997, did not include any 

unresolved m atters. 
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I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which 
would be the expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly 
I do not express such an opinion. Had I perform ed additional procedures, other 
m atters m ight have com e to m y attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the W ard 2 Fire District 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those w ho 
have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficency of the 
procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a m atter of public record and 

its distribution is not lim ited. 

JUNE 21, 1999 
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Criteria 

Condition 

Cause 

Effect: 

Recom m endation 

M anagem ent's 

response: 

W ARD 2 FIRE DISTRICT 

SCHEDULE O F FINDINGS 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

M inutes of m eetings 

The Fire District should have regular m eetings with 
tim ely notification to all m em bers. There should 
be adequate m inutes of each m eeting. 

Tim ely m eetings were not held and inadequate m inutes 

The official operations of the District is not know n 

M atters of the Board are not recorded. 

Start having regular called m eetings. Post the tim e and 
date on the door to the m eeting hall. Have som eone 

present to take m inutes of the proceedings. 

W e w ill have regular m eetings and take com plete m inutes 

of all business conducted. 
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LO UISIANA ATTESTATION Q UESTIONNAIRE 
(For /\ttest~tion Er!~agem ent.s of Governm ent) 

_ D ,.J. " ./L'., r .

'
.=.... ([_)ate Transmitted) 

_  _ .~._ _.,
.
_
,_::_ .. ,._ , 

_ _ .__ ;~:j 2 _,~ _?L. 7" _ ~. 

In connection with your compilation of our financial statements as of [data] and for the 
year then ended, and as lequired by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the 
i ~,'./.~'i.m; Govem n)entat Audil Guido, we make ihe following representations (<~ ,,,~ 
VW: accept lc[J responsibility fcr oul com pliance w ith the following laws ar, d re pu!z,(k,r: 
~,ri{J in{_, k,ternal contlols over com pliance with such laws and regulations. W e hay6 
~<v~lu;~ted our conlplianoe w ith the follow ing laws and regulations prior to m aking these 
reprosentt~tions. 

i hese representations are based on the Information available to us as of ./:12 /; ~ _#~ 
(date of completion/representations), 

Public Bid Law 
~t is true that we have com plied with the puelic bid law, LSA-RS "Title 38:2212, and, 
w:~ere applicable, the regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, Stale Purchasff)g 
( ) Hice.. 

Yes[, ] Not j 

(;c~de of Ethics for Public O fficials a:ld Public Em ployees 
n is true that no em ployees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the 
Term of a service, lean, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of 
I SA-RS 42:!10"1-1124. 

, . Yes [~ ) No [ ] 

tt :s uu6 that no m ernbet ot tt~e im ~q~ediate fam ily of any m em ber of the govern ing 
~,~m ,d.,;, or the chief executive el the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by t.h.:~. 
.c;~_, vum ,':,(~htal entity after Apdl 1, 1980, under circum stances that would co nstitute a 
VlUiation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes [;!] No [ ] 

5ud~eting 
W e have com plied w ith the state budgeting requirem enl.s of the Local Government 
buop{:I Act (LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes[,1l Not ] 

.qccountin0 and Reporting 
A:; r~on-exem pt gow.~m m ental records are available as a public record and have been 
~L;~ai~u:! for at least three years, as required by L.SA-RS 44:1,44:7, 44:31, and 44:36 

Yes[,] No[ ] 



W e have flied our annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514 
33:463, and/or 39:92, as applicable. 

Yes [~ ] No 

W e have nod our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with LSA-RS 
24:513 

Yes [~J] No [ ] 

M eetings 
W e have complied with the provisions of the Open M eetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 
through 42:12. 

Yes[, ] No[ } 

Debt 
it is. (ru~ we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 day~ or iess to 
m ake purchases in the ordinary course of Bdm inistration, nor have we entered into any 
lease-purchase agreements, without the approval of the State Ben8 Comm]&sion, as 
provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article Vl, Section 
33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-t410:65. 

Yes[~.1 No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 
It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in 
violation of Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-R8 14:138 
and AG opinion 79-729. 

Yes[~4 Nol ] 

W e have disclosed to you a(I known nonce m p~lanoe of the foregoing laws and 
regulations, aa well as any co ntradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have 
m ade available to you docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any co m m unications from regulatory agencies or other 
sources concerning any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and 
Tegulstlons, including any com m unications received between the end of the 9stied 
under examination and the issuanCe of this re port. W e acknowledge our responsibility 
to disclose to you any known noncom pliance  w hich m ay occur subsequent to the 

~',iz, cq. ( 
Secretary, 

Treasurei 

Prasidelqt 

Date 

Date 

Date 


